
Building	Platonic	Solids	
	
Alongside	the	paper	nets	that	can	be	cut	out	and	glued	together	to	make	‘take-home’	
souvenir	models	of	the	Platonic	Solids,	larger	plastic	models	of	the	shapes	can	also	be	
purchased	for	use	with	the	exhibit.	These	would	remain	with	the	exhibit,	but	allow	for	more	
robust	models	to	be	built	without	the	need	for	scissors	and	glue.		
	
Plastic	model	pieces	can	be	purchased	at	www.polydron.com	in	various	sizes.	I	have	linked	
to	both	small,	hand-held	model	sized	pieces	and	larger	child-size	pieces	below.	The	full	
product	specifications	are	given	on	the	website.	
	
Hand-held	models:	
	
Triangles	–	4	needed	for	a	tetrahedron,	8	for	an	octahedron	and	20	for	an	icosahedron.	
http://www.polydron.co.uk/polydron/polydron-100-equilateral-triangles.html	
	
Squares	–	6	needed	to	build	a	cube.	
http://www.polydron.co.uk/polydron/polydron-40-squares.html	
	
Pentagons	–	12	needed	to	build	a	dodecahedron.	
http://www.polydron.co.uk/polydron/polydron-24-pentagons.html	
	
	
Large	models:	
	
The	set	below	contains	20	squares,	12	pentagons	and	20	triangles.	For	all	of	the	five	Platonic	
Solids	to	be	able	to	be	built	and	displayed	two	sets	would	be	required.	
http://www.polydron.co.uk/giant-polydron/giant-polydron-platonic-solids-set.html	
	


